
i qr !?dif.*t:t,j'"tfo
lr "l.:!. .ri'"

Reclamatiorn and Regulatory
Cmliance Issr:es
ihion Carbide Corporation
AC'r / W7 /.O25, ACf /.037 /.026
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J--,lS! lD srnte oF UTAH
N?'I NATURAL RESOURCES

-- 
Oil, Gos & Mining

4241 Stote Office Building . Solt Loke City. UT 84114 . 801-533-5771

December 9, 1983

l,Ir. Joe Zalkird
Colorado l-{lned Land Reclaroation Division
423 Centenial tuilding
1313 erclmen
Demrer, Colorado 80203

RE:

AC'r/$7 /U3

De€r FIr. Zalkind:

In orr cornrersation of }{cveober 23, 1.:983 ycu requested a r,rrittert
sr."rnrarization of the Diwisionts recerrt ccrncerns and actions on Union Certidets
r:ranilJtr operations at the Deremo Mine. That infor:nation is sro'rnarized be1ow.

The Utah Dtvision of Oi1, Gas and Llining is ctrrrently wor{<ing witlt l}nic'n
Cartide Corporation il order to ccrylete regulatory reqr:irempnts for the
Dere Mine in accordance with objectives of the 1975 Utah Mined kftl
Reclnmation Act. The DereCIo l,fine, located on ttre Utah - Colorado border in
Sections 2, LO, 11, 14, 15 of 1335; R268. Because of the conllnrn tounaary
location, the Division is arprious to inform and r.iork with ttre Colorado I'lined
Iand P.eclamation Division concerning this project.

nldng inspections of Ikrion Cartidets Mlnes in lftah, nary dilcrepancies,
inconsistencies and iladequaci-es betr+een plans and actual conditlons were
discovered. Requests for-new and acclrate nrys of existfulg distufuances
brcnrglr to ligta- substant{al r:nrepofted acr;eaee increases, lrhi1e origfual
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corrmitnre'qts in the nini$g ard reclma.tion plans were stl-ll not i-rylgpnted
(e.9. test plots sn waste rodc piles and drainage malntenance). Bond
estl-rnates were also outdated.

DtEirtg April, 1983 the SEate Healttr Deparement foscqme irryolved with the
ccmp€Ey lrtren radimtr.1-c effh.rent fnon sedirentation ponds erceeded ltmitatlon
standards. Inspections also rervealed inadequate sedloent pcnd designs. These
problgns are stlll unresolved.

An inspection made on l.hy 25, 1983 ccryleted the Dlvisionrs to-r of all
IJaLoo Carbide raines in Utah, inch-rding the Dereno Mine. A copy of the
Divisionr s JurE 14, 1983 letter to tinion Cartide addressing ibsr.rcs dissussed
at ttre uine sites was sent Eo ycnrr office in care of Mlke Stanton (ccpy
enclosed). ltre iterns dlscrrssed at the Dereoo Mine centered on areas directly
in, tr affecting Utah'and llttle atterrti.on roas glven to secticn:s of ttre Efurir€
operaeion rrittrin Colorado. A response frcn llnion CarAide failed to resolrre
tte problems, and an additional letter was sent by tle Dtvtston on October 31,
1983 (copy enclosed).

Uoion Carbide, de^spite personnel changes, has ccrryleted aprpro:cirnately
t'hro-thinls of the requirents established during the Dlwision's r.evie*r of all
of its operations in Utsh, largely due to the efforts of Kent Dahlquist.
Ilor,ierrer, roany issr.:es renain r:nresolried, includiag: water contairmrt problens
bo'nd sizing, design adeqr:acy end discharges) , i"-ediate clean up of sedinent
witJe potentiatly higfr radiorerric vrah:es fro'm old poruls, and reclanation bond
rrevisions. The ccrysny has recently notified or-r office of an i-upending total
suspension of rnining cperations for r:p to one year ard ther:e has been no
scmrnirrr€nt to resolrrc the existing problems prior to t}-is teryorary
cessation. If additional interest is shown at ttr.is ginre by Colorado, dre
trro-state approadr. nighc elicit a nsre specific effoft by the cory€ny to bring
its operations into errui-rorrental ccryliance.

If you need additional ido:mation, please contact me.

nff/jvb

Enclosu:es

cc:" Di.nnne Nielsen, DG{
Ron Danl"els, DGi
Jir- Sdth,. Omt i.

, ' St*Mct{eal, Sta€ rcaftfr Depr.


